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U.S. Senate Subcommittee Approves Resolution Calling On
Haitian Provisional Government To Fulfill Commitment For
Elections
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, July 28, 1987
On July 23 the Western Hemisphere Affairs subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee passed a resolution affirming US support for the establishment of democracy in Haiti.
Introduced by Sen. Bob Graham (D-Fla.), the resolution calls on Haiti's provisional National Council
of Government (CNG) to fulfill its commitment to hold elections in February, 1988, and to respect
the authority of the independent provisional electoral council established to organize the vote.
The resolution also requests the Haitian army, accused of abuses and killing civilians during the
recent unrest, "to respect human rights and exercise restraint in carrying out their duties." The
resolution will be voted on by the full Committee July 28. The political upheaval began in June
when the provisional government issued a decree taking control of the preparation for the February
elections from the provisional electoral council. Following violent protests, the government restored
power to the council. The junta, consisting of two military officers and a civilian, has acted as a
transitional government since former President Jean Claude Duvalier fled the country in February
1986, ending 28 years of dictatorship by the Duvalier family. In 1987 the United States will provide
Haiti with $107.6 million in economic aid and $1.6 million in military assistance. Deputy Asst.
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Richard Holwill told the subcommittee that he opposed
cutting any military or economic aid or withdrawing the US ambassador at this point, suggested
by some as a way to protest the actions of the military government, and the deaths that occurred in
subsequent violent demonstrations. "We want to keep channels of communication open," he said.
Subcommittee chairman Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) said he would "seriously consider" an
aid cutoff if abuses by the provisional government continued.
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